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Good People,

The following Customary is meant to help you plan your wedding. It is to be used in
consultation with Father Pickett. Please schedule a meeting with him if you would like to begin
exploring these resources.

The Rev. H. Pickett Wall
Cell #803-514-3088
Email: gracecamdenrectorl5@gmail.com
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Wedding guidelines
On behalf of Grace Episcopal Church, we are happy to congratulate you on your engagement and delighted
that you have decided to begin your married life with God’s blessing. We look forward to sharing this
important event with you. In considering a wedding at Grace, there are a few guidelines to keep in mind.
Because Christian marriage is a solemn and public covenant between two people in the presence of God,
marriage is taken very seriously by the clergy and people of this parish. We are deeply committed to helping
you build the strongest possible marriage and establishing a lifelong union. Throughout the preparations, the
Rector and parish of Grace Church dedicate themselves to providing a community of support and nurture to
those entering into Christian marriage here.

A. Who can be married here?

Requirements for marriage dictate that at least one member of the couple be a baptized Christian. Also, at
least one of you should be a parishioner. This means that you, or your parents, or grandparents, are on record
as being active, giving members of the parish.

B. How much advance notice must | give to the rector?
Six months

C. will pre-marital counseling be required?
Yes

D. What does it cost to be married here?
There are some costs associated with weddings at Grace.
Fees for Members of Grace Church and Immediate Family
o For service preparation, organization, and Sanctuary use - $300
o Honorarium for the Organist - see “Music Guidelines
o Flowers — Please see section “K” regarding flowers for the service
o Use of Richardson Hall for reception $150.00, changing rooms - No Fee
(Availability of facilities must be confirmed in advance)

Fees for Non-Members of Grace Church
o For service preparation, celebration, and Sanctuary - $400
o Honorarium for the Organist - see “Music Guidelines
o Flowers — Please see section “K” regarding flowers for the service
o Use of Richardson Hall reception fee $500, changing rooms - $375
(Availability must be confirmed in advance-includes $100 cleaning fee)

E. Music Guidelines

The Organist sets her own fee depending on the difficulty of the music, rehearsal time required, etc. Please
contact our Organist, Barbara Taylor, at 803-397-5079 to make arrangements. The Organist’s fee is due at the
wedding rehearsal. Please refer to Celebration and Blessing of Marriage Appropriate Music page 14

F. What about a marriage license?
This must be obtained from the County Clerk’s office of Kershaw County. The license must be at the parish
office three days before the wedding. There can be no exceptions to this rule.




G. What about pictures during the wedding?

The recording of an event in the church should never intrude or obscure the event itself. Photographs may be
taken two hours before the wedding and must end 45 minutes prior to the ceremony. We do not permit any

pictures during the wedding service. Your photographer, from certain positions, may use the available light in
the church for pictures during the processional and the recessional, from the narthex only.

H. What about VIDEOGRAPHY during the wedding?
Videotaping is permitted from loft area upstairs using available light.

|. WHAT ABOUT BULLETINS FOR MY WEDDING
Please note that Grace Church will NOT be responsible for the printing of wedding service bulletins.
Arrangements should be made with a reputable printer of your choice.

J. what about flowers for the wedding?

Those being married are responsible for purchasing flowers for the wedding. Two arrangements may be
placed on the altar in the church. The florist is responsible for the removal of all other flower arrangements
immediately following the ceremony.

K. May we use the parish hall for the reception?
Richardson Hall may be used for additional cost see section D

L. How many does the church seat?
Maximum capacity is 300 people. Our space also limits the size of the wedding party.

M. can we “write our own vows”?
No.
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Readings for Weddings

Pick one or more of the following passages from Holy Scripture is read. If there is to be a Communion, a
passage from the Gospel always concludes the Readings.

New International Version
Old Testaments Lessons
Genesis 1:26-28
®Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the
sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals,@] and over all the creatures that move
along the ground.”
%’ S0 God created mankind in his own image,

in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.
28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”

Genesis 2:4-9, 15-24
*This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the LorRD God made the earth
and the heavens.
> Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth® and no plant had yet sprung up, for the LorD God had not
sent rain on the earth and there was no one to work the ground, °but streams™® came up from the earth and
watered the whole surface of the ground. ’ Then the Lorp God formed a man'® from the dust of the ground
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.
& Now the Lorp God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. 'The
LorD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for
food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
>The Lorp God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. *° And the LorD
God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; *” but you must not eat from the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”
¥ The Lorp God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. | will make a helper suitable for him.”
¥ Now the Lorp God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds in the sky. He brought
them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that
was its name. *°So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals.
But for Adam'® no suitable helper was found. 2150 the LorRD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and
while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs™® and then closed up the place with flesh. 22Then the
Lorp God made a woman from the rib' he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.
2The man said,
“This is now bone of my bones

and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called ‘woman,’

for she was taken out of man.”
**That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.

Song of Songs 2:10-13; 8:6-7
19 My beloved spoke and said to me,
“Arise, my darling,


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A26-28&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A4-9%2C+15-24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-36a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A4-9%2C+15-24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-37b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A4-9%2C+15-24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-38c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A4-9%2C+15-24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-51a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A4-9%2C+15-24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-52b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A4-9%2C+15-24&version=NIV#fen-NIV-53c

my beautiful one, come with me.
1 Seel The winter is past;

the rains are over and gone.
2 Flowers appear on the earth;

the season of singing has come,
the cooing of doves

is heard in our land.
3 The fig tree forms its early fruit;

the blossoming vines spread their fragrance.
Arise, come, my darling;

my beautiful one, come with me.”

®Place me like a seal over your heart,
like a seal on your arm;
for love is as strong as death,
its jealousy' unyielding as the grave.
It burns like blazing fire,
like a mighty flame.®!
’Many waters cannot quench love;
rivers cannot sweep it away.
If one were to give
all the wealth of one’s house for love,
it' would be utterly scorned.

Tobit 8:5b-8 (Apocrypha)
So she got up, and they began to pray and implore that they might be kept safe. Tobias began by saying,
‘Blessed are you, O God of our ancestors,
and blessed is your name in all generations for ever.
Let the heavens and the whole creation bless you for ever.
You made Adam, and for him you made his wife Eve
as a helper and support.
From the two of them the human race has sprung.
You said, “It is not good that the man should be alone;
let us make a helper for him like himself.”
| now am taking this kinswoman of mine,
not because of lust,
but with sincerity.
Grant that she and | may find mercy
and that we may grow old together.’
And they both said, ‘Amen, Amen.’

New Testament Lessons

1 Corinthians 13:1-13

13 If | speak in the tongues@] of men or of angels, but do not have love, | am only a resounding gong or a
clanging cymbal. 2If | have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have a
faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, | am nothing. ®If I give all | possess to the poor and give
over my body to hardship that | may boast," but do not have love, | gain nothing.
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*Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. > It does not dishonor others, it
is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. ® Love does not delight in evil but
rejoices with the truth. "It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be
stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. ?For we know in part and we prophesy in part, Y hut when
completeness comes, what is in part disappears. “\When I was a child, I talked like a child, | thought like a
child, I reasoned like a child. When | became a man, | put the ways of childhood behind me. 2 For now we see
only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now | know in part; then | shall know fully, even
as | am fully known.

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Ephesians 3:14-19

Y% For this reason | kneel before the Father, > from whom every familylﬁ] in heaven and on earth derives its
name. °1 pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your
inner being, " so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And | pray that you, being rooted and
established in love, '® may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long
and high and deep is the love of Christ, ° and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be
filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

Ephesians 5:1-2, 21-33
' Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children ?and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us
and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

22 \Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. 2 For the husband is the head of the
wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 4 Now as the church submits to
Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.

2> Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her % to make her holy,
cleansing'® her by the washing with water through the word, ?’ and to present her to himself as a radiant
church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. %2 In this same way, husbands
ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 2° After all, no one ever
hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church— *°for we are
members of his body. *! “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and
the two will become one flesh.”® 32 This is a profound mystery—but | am talking about Christ and the church.
33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her
husband.

Colossians 3:12-17

2 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. ** And over all these virtues put on love, which
binds them all together in perfect unity.

1> et the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be
thankful. '° Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all
wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. *” And
whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him.
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I John 4:7-16

"Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God
and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed
his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love:
not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. “Dear
friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; but if we love
one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.

3 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. ** And we have seen and
testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. ° If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is
the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. *®* And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.

Between the Readings, a Psalm, hymn, or anthem may be sung or said. Appropriate Psalms are 67, 127, and
128.

The Gospel Readings will be read by the Minister.

Matthew 5:1-10
1 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him,
2and he began to teach them.
He said:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
*Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
>Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.
®Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
" Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
8Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
%Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.
19Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 5:13-16

13 4you are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer
good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.

1% “you are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. *> Neither do people light a lamp and
put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. °In the same
way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

11



Matthew 7:21, 24-29

2L “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does
the will of my Father who is in heaven.

24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who
built his house on the rock. %> The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that
house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 6 But everyone who hears these words of
mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. ?’The rain came
down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”

8 \When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, *° because he taught
as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.

Mark 10:6-9, 13-16

®“But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.” 7 ‘For this reason a man will leave his
father and mother and be united to his wife,’ ® and the two will become one flesh.”' So they are no longer
two, but one flesh. ° Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”

B3 People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the disciples rebuked
them. **When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do
not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15TruIy | tell you, anyone who will not
receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” ' And he took the children in his arms, placed
his hands on them and blessed them.

John 15:9-12

“ps the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in my love. *° If you keep my commands, you
will remain in my love, just as | have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. ™ | have told you this
so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. > My command is this: Love each other as |
have loved you.
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Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage Appropriate Music

The celebration and blessing of a marriage is a sacramental rite of the Church; the music should reflect this. As
at other rites of the Church, the canon and rubrics govern the choices.

Prelude Preludes based on hymns or service music to be used within the rite are especially appropriate.
Since congregations at weddings often include a large number of people unfamiliar with some of the hymns
and service music, participation is greatly enhanced by the organist’s playing the hymns and service music of
preludes based on them. (See HYMNAL STUDIES SEVEN, Volumes 1 and 2.) Since many weddings are, in fact,
ecumenical occasions it might be wise to refer to the Index and Hymns of the Consultation on Ecumenical
Hymnody List (Acc. Ed. Vol. 1, pages 712, 713). Instrumentalists, a choir, or soloists may also make musical
offerings at this time.

Entrance Hymn, Psalm, Anthem, or Instrumental Music A strong general hymn of praise is probably better
at the entrance than any of the hymns in the marriage section of THE HYMNAL 1982. Some suitable hymns
are:

364 0O God, we praise thee, and confess

366 Holy God, we praise thy Name

373  Praise the Lord! Ye heavens adore him

375  Give praise and glory unto God

376  Joyful, joyful, we adore thee

377,378 All people that on earth do dwell

390 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
396,397 Now thank we all our God

398 Ising the almighty power of God

399 To God with gladness sing

400  All creatures of our God and King

401 The God of Abraham praise

408 Sing praise to God who reigns above

409 The spacious firmament on high

410  Praise, my soul, the King of heaven

413  New songs of celebration render

414  God, my King, thy might confessing

416  For the beauty of the earth

421  All glory be to God on high

423  Immortal, invisible, God only wise

428 O all ye works of God, now come

430 Come, O come, our voices raise

431  The stars declare his glory

432 O praise ye the Lord! Praise him in the height

492  Sing, ye faithful, sing with gladness

518 Christ is made the sure foundation

Appropriate psalms for the entrance include the Invitatory Psalms 95 and 100 (See THE HYMNAL 1982
S 2-S 15 and S 34-S 45) and the psalms appointed for use at a wedding -67, 127, and 128 (See GPAVT,
THE PLAINSONG PSALTER and THE ANGLICAN CHANT PSALTER). Other useful Psalms are 148 and 150.
Several collections of organ music contain music suited for use at the entrance:
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PARISH ORGANIST — WEDDING MUSIC VOLUME IX. Concordia.

WEDDING MUSIC, | AND II. Concordia.

WEDDING MUSIC, | AND Il. (Ed. David Johnson) Augsburg.

A BOOK OF WEDDING PIECES. OUP.

A SECOND BOOK OF WEDDING PIECES. (Ed. C.H. Trevor & Christopher Morris) OUP.
CEREMONIAL MUSIC — PURCELL. (Ed. E. Power Biggs) Mercury (Presser).
CEREMONIAL MUSIC | AND II. OUP.

Various trumpet voluntaries by English composers (Boyce, Stanley, et al.) are especially useful.

Hymn, Psalm, or anthem A hymn, psalm, or anthem may follow the Declaration of Consent (and Giving in
Marriage). A hymn from the wedding section the THE HYMNAL 1982 would be appropriate:

350
351
352
353

O God of love, to thee we bow

May the grace of Christ our Savior
O God, to those who here profess
Your love, O God, has called us here

Other suitable hymns are:

138
612
709

All praise to you, O Lord
Gracious Spirit, Holy ghost
O God of Bethel, by whose hand

The Ministry of the Word See THE HYMNAL 1982 S 447-S 448, HEAE or MMC for tones for the Salutation
and Collect. There is provision for a full series of lections: Old Testament Lesson, Gradual, Epistle, and Gospel.
An Alleluia, Tract, or Sequence is appropriate between the Epistle and Gospel. (See GPAVT.)

Any of the seven hymns listed immediately above would make a suitable Sequence.

Prayers and Blessing The prayers and blessing could be monotone or sung to a common collect tone.

Peace For the music for the Peace, see THE HYMNAL 1982 S 110-S 111, HEAE, or MMC.

At the Eucharist

The Offertory would be an appropriate time for a meditative hymn, anthem, or solo if

desired. Suitable hymns include:

138
351
581
593
612
709

All praise to you, O Lord

May the grace of Christ our Savior
Where charity and love prevail

Lord, make us servants of your peace
Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost

O God of Bethel, by whose hand

Several collections contain suitable vocal music:
WEDDING BLESSING. Concordia.
SACRED SONGS. Bach, Concordia.
WEDDING SONGS. F. Peeters, Peters.
WEDDING SONGS. Jan Bender, Concordia.
THREE WEDDING SONGS. Robert Powell, Concordia.
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THREE WEDDING SOLOS. G. Winston Cassler, Augsburg.
BELOVED LET US LOVE. R. Proulx, Augsburg.

The time of the Communion would be an appropriate time for an anthem of solo, or for one of the hymns
listed above, or for Psalm 23 (See THE PLAINSONG PSALTER or THE ANGLICAN CHANT PSALTER) or a metrical
version of it.

645,646 The King of love my shepherd is (but omit stanzas 3 and 4)

663  The Lord my God my shepherd is

664 My Shepherd will supply my need
Appropriate hymns for use after the Communion of the people (before or after the postcommunion prayer)
included:

312  Strengthen for service, Lord

351  May the grace of Christ our Savior

635 If thou but trust in God to guide thee

Hymn, Psalm, Anthem, or Instrumental Music A hymn, psalm, or anthem may be sung or instrumental
music played as the wedding party leaves the church. Appropriate hymns are:

373  Praise the Lord! Ye heavens adore him

375 Give praise and glory unto God

376  Joyful, joyful, we adore thee

390 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

396, 397 Now thank we all our God

408  Sing praise to God who reigns above

410  Praise, my soul, the King of heaven

414  God, my King, thy might confessing

416 For the beauty of the earth

421  All glory be to God on high

432 O praise ye the Lord! Praise him in the height

635  If thou but trust in God to guide thee

Suitable instrumental music if in the collections listed above and in J.S. Bach, ORGELBUCHLEIN (various
editions) (“In thee is gladness, “ “ If thou but suffer God to guide thee”).
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Order of Service

Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage

Names of the couple:

Date and time of rite:

Celebrant:

Prelude:

Entrance hymn, psalm, anthem, or instrumental music:

Order of procession:

Exhortation:

Charge, Declaration of Consent:

Presentation or Giving in Marriage:

Hymn, psalm, or antbem:

Salutation and Collect (sung or said):

First Reading:

Reader:

Silence (yes or no): Duration:

Gradual: Psalm

Cantor:

Second Reading:

Reader:

Silence (yes or no): Duration:

Alleluia or Tract and/or Sequence:

(Continued)



Gospel:

Reader:

Sermon:

Preacher:

Apostles’ Creed (yes or no):

Giving of the ring(s), single or double ring ceremony:

Blessing of the ring(s) (yes or no): Sung or said:
Form to be used with giving of the ring(s):
The Prayers: Sung or said:
Leader:
The Blessing: Sung or said:
The Peace (any special instructions): Sung or said:
Offertory Sentence (yes or no): ______ Which?
Hymn, psalm, antbem, or instrumental music:
Presenters:
Preparation of the Table (deacon or assisting priest
The Great Thanksgtving: Sung or said:
Proper Preface:

Holy, boly, boly/Holy, boly, boly Lord (Sanctus):

Memorial Acclamation:

Continuation or conclusion of Prayer sung? Great Amen:

The Lord’s Prayer:

Duration of silence after Breaking of the Bread (and Pouring of the Wine):

Fraction Anthem (yes or no): —_________ Which? ______ Alleluia (yes or no):

Invitation to Communion: Longer or shorter form:

Sung or said:

Ministers of Communion:

Hymn, psalm, or antbem during Communion:

Hymn during clearing of the Table:

Postcommunion Prayer, page 432 (said or sung by celebrant):

Hymn:

(Continued)
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Blessing and/or dismissal:

Hymn, psalm, anthem, or instrumental music:
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